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STAT SHEET December 1, 2003 
 

California’s Children: Their Story in Numbers 

Population1  Families & Living Arrangements 
Total population of California………...... 33,871,648  Children’s living arrangements:5  

Number of children…………………....... 9,249,829  With parents…………………….................... 87%

As percentage of total population…………… 27%  With other relatives…………….................... 10%

Age of children:  With nonrelatives……………...................... 2%

Under 5 years……………………................... 27%  In group quarters……………….................... <1%

5 to 9 years………………………...................  29%  Head of household/spouse…...................... <1%

10 to 14 years……………………................... 28%  Children living with parents6………......... 8,053,222

15 to 17 years……………………................... 16%  In two-parent families………........................ 75%

  In single-parent families headed by 
  mother……………….................................... 19%
Education  In single-parent families headed by 

Percentage of children enrolled in school:2  father………………...................................... 6%

3 to 4 years………………………...................  46%  Grandparents living with grandchildren 

5 to 14 years……………………….................  97%  under 187……………............................... 928,290

15 to 17 years……………………................... 95%  Percentage responsible for care of 

Public school dropout rate:3   grandchildren……………………..................  32%

Total for all grades……………...................... 2.7%    

9th grade……………………….................... 2.4%  Parents in the Labor Force8 
10th grade…………………………............... 2.4%  Children living with two parents:  

11th grade…………………………............... 2.7%  Both parents in labor force…....................... 51%

12th grade…………………………............... 3.9%  Father only in labor force……...................... 34%

Number of times children 12 and over   Mother only in labor force…......................... 5%

skipped school in past 12 months:4   Neither parent in labor force........................  10%

None……………………………...................... 80%  Children living with mother only:  

One…………………………………................. 8%  Mother in labor force…………..................... 69%

Two or more……………………….................. 12%  Mother not in labor force……....................... 31%

Percentage of children 12 and over who were   Children living with father only:  

suspended or expelled in past 12 months4....... 13%  Father in labor force…………......................  79%

  Father not in labor force……....................... 21%

 

 

455 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94102

Tel 415-865-7739
Fax 415-865-7217

E-mail cfcc@jud.ca.gov
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/



California’s Children: Their Story in Numbers 
Page 2 of 4 

 

 
Race/Ethnicity & Language  Poverty 
 Adults Children Number of adults below poverty  

Race/Ethnicity:9  level12..................................................... 2,949,030

White (non-Hispanic)……….................. 51% 35%  As percentage of all adults.......................... 12%

Hispanic…………………….................... 28% 44%  Number of children below poverty  

Asian or Pacific Islander……................ 12% 10%  level13..................................................... 1,705,797

African American……………................. 6% 7%  As percentage of all children....................... 19%

Native American…………….................. 1% 1%  Percentage of children below poverty level:13  

Other…………………………................. <1% <1%  In two-parent families………........................ 13%

Two or more races................................ 2% 4%  In single-parent families headed by 

Language spoken at home:10  mother……………........................................ 40%

English only………………….................. 61% 57%  In single-parent families headed by 

Spanish………………………................. 24% 32%  father………………....................................... 24%

Other Indo-European languages........... 5% 3%  Percentage of children receiving Temporary  

Asian and Pacific Island languages...... 9% 7%  Assistance to Needy Families (TANF):14 

Other………………………..................... 1% 1%  0 to 5 years……………………...................... 15%

  0 to 19 years…………………….................... 10%

Health  Child Welfare15 
Percentage of adults without health insurance11......... 24%  Total open child welfare-  

Percentage of children without health insurance11...... 14%  supervised cases...................................... 131,168

Children’s health status:4  Emergency response................................... 4%

Poor.......................................................................... 1%  Permanent placement.................................. 52%

Fair........................................................................... 5%  Family reunification...................................... 21%

Good........................................................................ 16%  Family maintenance..................................... 23%

Very good................................................................. 25%  Number of children per 1,000 with report of  

Excellent................................................................... 53%  abuse or neglect: 

Percent of children with a condition that limits their  0 to 5 years...................................................... 57

activity4........................................................................ 8%  0 to 17 years.................................................... 57

Number of well-child doctor visits in past 12 months:4  Number of children per 1,000 in foster care: 

None......................................................................... 36%  0 to 5 years...................................................... 8

One ......................................................................... 37%  0 to 18 years.................................................... 9

Two or more............................................................. 27%   

Percentage of children who saw a dentist in past 12   

months4....................................................................... 77%   
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Drug and Alcohol Use16 
 7th grade 9th grade 11th grade

Alcohol use: 

Percentage of students who used alcohol in last 6 months…….................. 29% 50% 63%

Percentage of students who use alcohol weekly……………….................... 2% 7% 17%

Marijuana use: 

Percentage of students who used marijuana in last 6 months..................... 7% 19% 34%

Percentage of students who use marijuana weekly…….............................. 2% 7% 17%

Other drug use: 

Percentage of students who used other drugs in last 6 months.................. 10% 15% 21%

Percentage of students who used no drugs or alcohol in last 6 months......... 67% 47% 35%
 

Violence and Safety17 
 7th grade 9th grade 11th grade

Percentage of students who: 

Felt unsafe or very unsafe at school…......................................................... 22% 17% 14%

Felt unsafe or very unsafe in their neighborhoods....................................... 15% 11% 11%

Were in a physical fight at school in last 12 months.................................... 29% 19% 14%

Were threatened or bullied at school in last 12 months............................... 38% 30% 20%

Had property stolen or damaged at school in last 12 months...................... 30% 29% 28%

Carried a gun to school in last 12 months.................................................... 5% 4% 4%

Carried another weapon to school in last 12 months................................... 13% 10% 12%

Used a weapon to threaten or bully in last 12 months................................. 6% 5% 6%

Were a victim of dating violence in last 12 months...................................... 14% 10% 11%

Have ever been a gang member….............................................................. 10% 10% 9%
 
Law Enforcement/Corrections 
Arrest rates per 100,000 children:  Juvenile probation caseload:21 

Felony18...................................................... 1,407  All case types........................................ 87,186

Violent offenses...................................... 362  Formal wardship................................. 70,720

Property offenses...................................  651  Informal probation.............................. 14,123

Drug offenses......................................... 134  Nonward............................................ 2,343

Sex offenses .......................................... 44  Juvenile detention:22 

Other offenses........................................ 215  Average daily population, all detention 

Misdemeanor19........................................... 3,028  options..................................................  13,659

California Youth Authority:20  Average daily population, halls or 

Total institutional population...................... 5,531  camps...................................................  11,128

Total parole population.............................. 4,158   
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